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Contract approved

Hundreds of Brandywine Heights Area School
District residents are dismayed when the school
board approves the new teachers’ contract, 6-3.

By Mandy Zerr
Patriot Writer

There was a lot of yelling and
there were even a few tears.

The Brandywine Heights Area
School Board voted 6-3 to accept an
arbitrator-prepared report as the new
teachers’ contract, despite the loud,
opposing shouts of the hundreds of
residents that filled the middle school
auditorium Nov. 18.

Board members Michael Sacks,
Lori Yocco and Roger Bollinger
voted against the contract, which
calls for a 4 percent pay increase to
the district’s 150 teachers each year
of the four-year agreement. It also
includes an employee contribution to
health insurance benefits for the first

time ever.

Board president James Mabry,
Michael Grossman, Richard Mazich,
Robert Lowry, Janice McDermott
and Elizabeth Stehman voted in favor
of the pact.

The teachers’ union had threat-
ened to strike if the report was not
accepted by the board. Michael T.
Babb, teachers’ union president, said
a strike-authorization vote would
have been conducted the day after the
meeting.

But an averted strike was no com-
fort to taxpayers at the meeting.

“You have destroyed this commu-
nity,” shouted Kathy Duffy to the
retreating school board after the vote.
“Face this community and be
accountable!”

Two security guards, hired by the
district, stood close to the board on
either side of the auditorium stage as
many members left the building
through a side door.

“It’s shameful,” said Wilhelm
Roscher, “that the school board did
not have the guts to tell teachers no
pay raise.”

Before the vote, the board was
handed a petition signed by 240 resi-
dents against the contract, while oth-
ers at the meeting complained that
the 4 percent pay increase was more
than taxpayers could handle.

“I look at this as a business,”
Lloyd Wetzel told the board. “Our
business is failing and that should be
reflected in the teachers’ salaries.”

Many also felt the employee bene-
fit contributions don’t do enough to
suppress increasing health care costs.

According to the contract,
employees choosing single coverage
will pay $14 a month, while family

coverage will cost the employee $40
a month. The costs will go up incre-
mentally each year until single cover-
age reaches $24 and family coverage
costs $65.

The report states that this year, the
monthly premium cost for a single
employee is $280.14 and $813.03 for
family coverage.

Joan Falcone repeated these num-
bers and said the teachers’ contribu-
tion needs to be more.

“It’s only a pittance,” she said of
the $40-a-month family coverage
payment.

Skip McFarland said he works for
a major insurance company and pays
about 42 percent of his benefits.

“We all work. The norm is to pay
a part of our benefits. I urge you to
reject this proposal,” he told the
board. “We elected you to be our rep-
resentatives. Keep us in mind.”

See Contract page 2.
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Residents upset by decision

Contract, from page |.

After the vote, many taxpay-
ers were dismayed the contract
was approved.

“l was so shocked,” said
Duffy. “I thought the school
board would stand up for our
community. It (the vote) was a
blatant disregard of us.”

Many talked among them-
selves about senior citizens on a
fixed income being forced out
of their homes and out of the
district due to the school’s tax
rate, which at 26.15 mills, is the
highest in the county.

“It’s a sad night for many in
the district,” said Alane Falcone.
“This was the deciding vote for
many, whether to keep their
home or move out.”

Board member Michael
Sacks, looking downcast and
upset, said he was disappointed
the contract was approved.

“I think the thought of a
strike is what did it,” he said. “It
is a gamble, but I would rather
take the gamble.”

Other board members could

not be reached for comment.

Meanwhile, angry residents
have vowed to do something.

“We will vote this school
board out,” said Duffy. “We
need a board who will protect
us.”

Contact Mandy Zerr at mbz-
err@berksmontnews.com.

www.berksmontnews.com
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