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Using science skills

By Mandy Zerr
Item Writer

Rockets blew up, towers were destroyed and
planes crashed. But it was all in the name of science.

Students from 14 Berks County high schools put
their physics, chemistry and biology knowledge to
work at the Berks County Science Olympiad, held on
the Kutztown University campus Jan. 6.

It was a day of learning, but sometimes partici-
pants learned the hard way.

Hamburg seniors Joe Jurgielewicz and Kenny
Freeman competed in the Bottle Rocket event, but
their bottle rocket didn’t exactly follow the plan.

“Wanna see the video?” Jurgielewicz asked. “It
(the bottle rocket) blew up.”

“Everything that was glued on fell off,” Freeman
explained. “It was New Year’s Eve in New York; all
this confetti came down.”

It was actually all a part of their strategy, they
joked. The idea of the event was to keep the rocket in
the air the longest. While other rockets went straight
up and came straight down, their’s went up, blew up,
and then came down.

Tulpehocken’s tower-building team had similar
luck. For the Tower Building event, students had to
build a light, but efficient tower, dividing how much
weight it holds by its own weight.

“Efficiency? Phhhhtp,” senior Bryan Schartel
said, sticking out his tongue and giving a thumbs
down.

“We didn’t do very well,” added senior Michael ltem photo by Mandy Zerr
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Science event scores with students

Science, from page |.

I would make the whole thing
different with more angles.”

But with 22 events to choose
from and try, there was always
another chance for each high
school team to find success. And
each did.

Schuylkill Valley won first
place for the Health Science
event, where students identified
diagrams of glands, hormones
and parts of the respiratory and
urinary systems.

Evan Bohnenblust, a senior,
was on the winning Health
Science team, but also partici-
pated in Disease Detective and
Cell Biology events.

“Health science was my
favorite,” he said. “Because I
knew what I was doing!”

Schuylkill Valley also had a
second place win in Fermi
Questions and a third place spot
in Forensics.

Hamburg came back with
two first-place finishes in two
events, Dynamic Planet, won by
Ellen Grim and Megan Wicks,
and Practical Data Gathering,
won by Jennifer Faust and Liz
Clay.

The Hawks also took third
place in Chemistry ID, won by
seniors Ashley Long and Nik
Stasulli. It’s a promising start

for the partners, as both plan to
take on a science major in col-
lege.

Tulpehocken took third place
for Disease Detectives and sec-
ond place for Storming the
Castle, where students build the
most accurate and farthest-fling-
ing catapult they can.

Sophomore Aaron Stupp,
who helped build his team’s cat-
apult, was confident about the
results.

“We’ll be in the top five,” he
guessed. “We were about a half-
meter from the target. That’s
about what everybody else was
doing.”

The Olympiad is not a
requirement for school, but it’s a
popular event for science-loving
students.

“It’s all volunteers,” said
Gerald Weiss, physics teacher
and Olympiad coach for
Hamburg. “Nobody’s twisting
their arm. They do it because
they’re interested in science and
math. It’s a true extra-curricular
activity.”

It also looks good on a col-
lege resume, as Schuylkill
Valley sophomores Jennifer
Sweitzer and Krystal Gamez
pointed out.

Not to mention:

“You get out of school,” said
a group of Tulpehocken boys.
(Many other students from the
other two schools agreed that
missing class didn’t hurt the
Olympiad’s popularity.)

“No,” said a serious Stupp.
“It’s for our love of science.”

Contact Mandy Zerr at mbz-
err@berksmontnews.com.
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TULPEHOCKEN TEAM. (L-R, back) Greg Stull, Evan Keeney, Chris
Light, (Kneeling) Aaron Stupp and Dirk Behney took second place in
the Storming the Castle event, where students build the most accu-
rate and farthest-flinging catapult they can.
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